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Fast Facts 

 
 

 
 
Rates of breastfeeding initiation in-
creased but rates of breastfeeding 
continuation at 4 months decreased 
from 2000 to 2007. 
 
Although breastfeeding initiation has 
improved in Louisiana from 1998 to 
2007, it is still lower than the national 
average (74% in 2006, National Im-
munization Survey) and Healthy Peo-
ple 2010 Objective (75%).  

WIC participation during pregnancy 
was negatively associated with both 
breastfeeding initiation and continua-
tion. 

Women participating in WIC  during 
pregnancy were more likely not to 
initiate breastfeeding and more likely 
to discontinue breastfeeding early.  

Quarterly Newsletter Volume 1, Issue 3 

http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/offices/?ID=267 

 

48 48 46
50 50 51

55
52

59 61
58

63 62 62
66

64

30
26

29 30
32 32

37 36

20
25
30
35
40
45
50
55
60
65
70

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2007

Figure 1: Trends of breastfeeding initiation, 
LA 1998-2007
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Figure 2: Trends of breastfeeding at 
4 months, LA 1998-2007
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Figure 3: Percent of breastfeeding Initiation by 
WIC participation during pregnancy, 

LA 2000-04-07
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